II Dominican Republic Global Film Festival
A total of 26 feature length dramatic films and 10 documentaries, in addition to 6 shorts produced by the Global Media Arts Institute (GMAI), will represent 21 countries, including Mexico, Brazil, France, Japan, China, Jordan and Lebanon.
14 Kilometers (Spain)

The film is an ambitious recreation, by director Gerardo Olivares, of a journey made by three Sub-Saharan African immigrants to Spain. A passionate drama whose music, by Santi Vega, is inspired by the locations and includes a couple of paintings by local artist Youssou N'Dour of Senegal. Best Picture, Best Music, Best Photography and Second Place Audience Prize at the Valladolid Film Festival, Best Hispanic Film at the 2008 Guadalajara Film Festival. 

Brick Lane (United Kingdom)
Based on Mónica Ali´s critically acclaimed debut novel Brick Lane, is the story of a young immigrant from Bangladesh who travels to London for an arranged marriage to a man chosen by her family. It is a universal story of life, love, cultural differences and the power of the human spirit. The film has won the CICAE at the San Sebastian Film Festival, the Silver Hitchcock Award and the Award for Best Script at the British Festival of Dinard Film.

Blindness (Brazil / Canada / Japan)
Oscar-nominated director Fernando Meirelles, (City Of God and The Constant Gardener) presents his film based on José Saramago´s bestseller Blindness. Blindness begins when a man goes blind while driving home from work. The illness spreads throughout the city and the victims of it are all quarantined in an abandoned asylum. Blindness was the opening film at the 2008 Cannes Film Festival

Buddha Collapsed Out Of Shame (Iran / France)
The beauty and suffering of an Afghan boy of today under the epic and lyrical watch of Hana Makhmalbaf, a 19-year-old Iranian filmmaker. The story, which begins with archival footage of the Taliban’s demolition of the gigantic Buddha statues near Bamian, relates the adventures of six-year-old, Baktay, who is eager to go to school to “learn about funny stories.” Special Jury Award at the San Sebastian Film Festival; Bear Award for Best First Feature and Peace Film Award at the Berlin Film Festival; the Daniel Langlois Innovation Award at the New Film Festival of Montreal and the Prize for Women and Equality at the Thessaloniki Film Festival; Special Award at the Unicef Paolo Ungari International Film Festival of Rome
Captain Abu Raed (Jordan)
Captain Abu Raed, the first feature film from Jordan in 50 years, is a universal story about friendship, inspiration, forgiveness, sacrifice and heroism. Abu Raed, a lone airport janitor, has always dreamed about seeing the world but his only experience has been through books and encounters with passengers at the airport. One day he finds a pilot’s hat and the people in his neighborhood confuse him with a glamorous international airplane captain. He begins a new life, full of stories. Captain Abu Raed won the Audience Award at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival.

Caramel (Lebanon/France)
Beirut. Five women are together in a beauty salon, a very colorful and sensual microcosm. Layale loves Rabih but he´s married. Nisrine is Muslim and has a serious problem because she’s getting married soon and she’s not a virgin. Rima is tormented because she’s attracted to women. Jamale can’t stand the thought of getting old. Rose has sacrificed her life taking care of her older sister and only now she’s finding her first love.  Awards for Best Script by a Female and Best Director at the Middle East Film Festival; TCM Audience Prize and Youth Audience Prize at San Sebastián.

Cochochi (Mexico)

Cochochi, which tells the story of two indigenous Raramuris brothers, won the Diesel Prize for Debut Film at the Toronto Film Festival. Dominican, Laura Amelia Guzmán, graduate of the School of Design of Altos de Chavón, along with her Mexican husband Israel Cárdenas direct this feature film, applauded by critics and the public at the recent Venice Film Festival. The film was shot almost exclusively in the indigenous Raramuris language.  

The Pope’s Toilet (Uruguay, Brazil, France)
The imminent visit of the Pope to a small Uruguayan town causes a great stir among the poor residents who think they will improve their economic situation if they set up food stands for the 50,000 people they’re expecting for the Pope’s visit. Beto, a small-time smuggler, is sure he´s found the best business plan of all: the Pope’s bathroom, where thousands of pilgrims will have to pay to use the toilets. The film has won numerous prizes, among them the Horizontes in San Sebastián and First Feature Film Prize at the Guadalajara Film Festival.
The Path (Costa Rica/France)
In El Camino, Ishtar Basin’s first film, two Nicaraguan children embark on a trip across the border to neighboring Costa Rica where their mother had emigrated 8 years earlier. Saslaya and Darío travel from Managua to Granada, cross the lake and trudge through the jungle, meeting up with all sorts of characters and facing many challenges. At the border, the two children are separated and must rewrite their destinies. The film has won many prizes including the FIPRESCI and an Honorable Jury Mention at the Guadalajara Film Festival.
Teo’s Journey (Mexico)
Teo’s Journey is a story of friendship between two boys who, trapped along the US-Mexico border, have to undertake, with no help, a search for the lost father of one of them. They know this means they’ll have to walk across the vast desert that has cost the lives of many undocumented travelers. Directed by Walter Doehner, director of La habitación azul, one of the ten most viewed films in the history of Mexico.

Fados (Portugal/Spain)
Award-winning director Carlos Saura uses the city of Lisbon as a background while he explores the intricate relationship between the city and this emblematic musical genre of Portugal: fado. The film covers the evolution of fado over the years from its African and Brazilian roots to its eruption into a new wave of modern fado singers. The film features singers such as Mariza, Camané, Caetano Veloso, Chico Buarque, Lila Downs and Lura, among others. Film Directors´ Circle Prize of Spain; CEC Prize for Best Documentary; Goya Prize for Best Original Song; Nominated for Goya Best Documentary.
Iron Road (Canada/China)
To survive in China in 1880, Little Tiger, a young girl living on the street, dresses as a boy. When James, the son of a Canadian railroad magnate, arrives to the country to recruit cheap laborers, Little Tiger jumps at the opportunity. But, what she discovers is that her bosses are stealing, that they’re racists, that her Chinese work mates are dying in the mountains and that she is in love with James. Nominated for Best Production, Best Director, Best Editing and Best Sound Editing by the Canadian Association of Directors.  

The Band’s Visit (Israel/ France)
In this charming film, winner of over 30 prizes from festivals around the world, a small Egyptian Police band arrives in an Israeli town in the middle of the desert, having taken the wrong bus to their destination. They have to spend the night in the tiny town. What follows is a special night of tranquil events and confessions from townspeople that members of the band unwittingly and gently provoke. The Egyptian band, as well as the Israeli townspeople, feel the impact of the strange, yet wonderful, encounter.  

La zona (Spain / Mexico)
The inequality between the rich and the poor is on a slow burner until it finally boils over and takes an aggressive form. Alejandro is a teenager living in La Zona, a gated residential community, a refuge for the rich and privileged in the capital Mexico City. It is protected by private armed guards but on its immediate outskirts, people live in abject poverty. On the morning of his birthday, three young people break into one of the homes in the community. During the failed robbery that follows, an old woman dies. Recipient of awards in Venice, Toronto, Miami and Cartagena among other film festivals.
Persepolis (France)
Directors Marjane Satrapi and Vincent Paronnaud amazed and challenged viewers around the world with this brilliant adaptation of Satrapi´s internationally acclaimed graphic novel. Nominated for an Oscar for Best Feature Length Animated Film, the film is the moving story of a young girl in Iran during the Islamic Revolution.  Chiara Mastroianni, Catherine Deneuve, Sean Penn, Gena Rowlands and Iggy Pop, among others gave voice to these remarkable characters in the film. Cannes Film Festival Jury Prize Winner.
Pray the Devil Back to Hell (United States)

Pray the Devil Back to Hell is the story of the incredible circumstances that led to the historic election of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf  as president of Liberia, the first female president to be elected on the continent of Africa.  Gini Reticker relates the activities of the women´s Christian and Muslim coalition that together forced out the chiefs and the warriors as a way of ending the decades-long fights that took from the women their fathers, brothers, husbands and sons. Winner of the Grand Jury Prize and Best Documentary at the Tribecca Film Festival. 

Frozen River (United States)
Broke and abandoned by her husband, Ray teams up with a smuggler, Lila, to transport illegal immigrants from Canada to the United States across the frozen St. Lawrence River in the trunk of a Dodge Spirit. Their destinies become entwined forever in a way that neither of them would have ever expected. Grand Prize for Best Dramatic Feature at the Sundance Film Festival.

Ripple Effect (United States)
Fashion designer Amer Atrash is suffering a crisis, professional as well as personal. Amer blames his bad luck on a terrible accident for which he was responsible 15 years ago that left an innocent victim in a wheelchair. Amer sets out to find the victim. His journey for redemption and reconciliation unleashes a domino effect in which his deepest secrets lead him to a spiritual awakening. Indie Spirit Award for Best Picture in the International Film Festival in Boston; Best Picture Award at Sedona Film Festival; Remi Award at WorldFest.

Sleep Dealer (United States / Mexico)
It is a time in the near future in a militarized world with closed borders, virtual jobs and a global digital network that unites minds and experiences. Three people, who don´t previously know each other, decide to risk their lives to make a connection between them and to break the technological barriers that separate them. Sleep Dealer is digital artist Alex Rivera´s debut feature film. It is a thriller, daring, futuristic and profoundly imaginative. Sundance Winner for Best Film Script and Winner of the Alfred P. Sloan Award for Best Science or Technology-Focused film at Sundance; Winner of the Amnesty International Film Prize in Berlin. 

Sugar (United States) (Opening Film)
This is the story of Miguel Sugar Santos, a Dominican baseball player and his struggle to make it to the Big League in order to lift his family out of poverty. At 19, he is signed to play in the Minor League in the United States. He leaves his Dominican community for a small town in Iowa. What starts off as a typical story of a young athlete pursuing and achieving his dreams of success, fame and money becomes a much more complex and realistic look at what it means for these young athletes to pursue their dreams. Sundance Film Festival and Toronto International Film Festival. 
The Wave (Germany)
A popular high school teacher in Germany decides to teach autocracy as part of the Projects for the Week. He undertakes an unorthodox experiment which rapidly spirals out of control. Inspired by the perverse experiment carried out in Palo Alto, California in 1969, this provocative drama proves that history can repeat itself. Sundance Film Festival, Seattle International Film Festival and Edinburgh International Film Festival.

Elite Squad (Brazil)
One of the most controversial films from Brazil, Tropa de élite is a close and critical look at the corruption inside a group of special police officers who patrol the volatile slums of Rio de Janeiro. José Padilha´s tight direction and his intelligent analysis beg to question: What is the price for maintaining order in a domestic war going on just feet from the gorgeous beaches in one of the most famous cities in the world? 2008 Berlin Film Festival Golden Bear Award.
DOCUMENTARIES 

The Beyond (Mexico/United States)
A filmmaker goes to a remote fishing village in Quintana Roo to film an intriguing story she’s heard about. The adventure that follows is a surprising reflection on the making of the film, such as the fleeting nature of the search and the real dangers of making documentaries. A provocative mix of improvised fiction and documentary scenes from award-winning director Lourdes Portillo.  

Bling: A Planet Rock (United States)
Directed by Raquel Cepeda of Dominican descent, Bling: A Planet Rock is a documentary that takes a cold look at the role of hip-hop during the civil war in Sierra Leone. The camera follows the king of Reguetón, Tego Calderón, and other hip-hop stars, through this devastated country. 

War Dance (United States)
Winner of the Director´s Prize for Documentaries at Sundance War Dance is a comforting and heartrending story that follows three boys from Uganda, born during the war in North Uganda. The boys have two things in common: their immense suffering and their participation in the Kampala National Music Contest. 

Flow: For the Love of Water (United States)

Shown in theaters in the United States over the past several weeks, this documentary investigates what the experts agree is the most important political and environmental crisis of the 21st century: the global water crisis.  The question in the air is: Can anyone really own water? Best documentary at the Vail Film Festival and nominated for the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance.

I Am Because We Are (United States)
Madonna – executive producer, script writer and narrator – highlights the tragic stories of hundreds of thousands of children from Malawi that have been orphaned as a result of AIDS. A call to action through her own revealing trips to the African country, Madonna interviews Bill Clinton, Desmond Tutu and Jeffrey Sachs. The documentary is a testament to survival, change and hope. 
Taxi to the Dark Side (United States)
In this remarkable investigation of the suspicious death in 2002 of an Afghan taxi driver at US Bagram Airforce base in Afghanistan, Taxi to the Dark Side tells the story of how an innocent man is arrested, held in prison, tortured and finally killed. Mixing documentary footage of the incident with witness testimony from participants in the murder, director Alex Gibney reveals the huge challenges of US democracy. 2008 Oscar Winner for Best Documentary.
Emmanuel Jal: War Child (United States)
Emmanuel Jal spent his childhood as a soldier with the Popular Army for the Liberation of Sudan. Now, Jal is using hip-hop to create and elevate consciousness about the humanitarian crisis in Sudan and the suffering of child soldiers around the world. First-time filmmaker C. Karim Chrobog follows Jal on his first trip to Sudan, after 18 years, to see his family. People´s Prize at the Tribeca Film Festival.
Women of Brukman (Canada)
This is an inspirational story about perseverance and triumph over the system. In 2001, the seamstresses at the Brukman Clothing Company in Argentina took over operations of a factory that had been abandoned by its owners. The women reorganized and managed the factory. This fascinating documentary, which follows these brave women for many years, depicts a situation which began as a survival tactic on the women´s part and ended up in a movement that encouraged more than 20,000 workers to form cooperatives in Argentina to manage more than 200 abandoned factories and businesses. Sundance Film Festival and the Montreal International Documentary Encounter.

Young@Heart (United Kingdom) (Closing Film)
Young@Heart is a singing group from Northampton, Massachusetts, made up of 22 retired senior citizens whose average age is 80 years old. They have earned an international reputation for singing the songs from Sonic Youth, the Ramones and the Clash. It is an irresistible joyful and moving documentary in which we are submerged in the concert tour preparations and the activities of this inspiring musical group. People´s Prize at the Los Angeles Film Festival; Best Picture and Best Documentary on Art at the Lucerne Film Festival

Stranded: I've Come From a Plane that Crashed on the Mountains (France / Uruguay)
Stranded: I’ve Come From a Plane that Crashed on the Mountains tells the extraordinary story of a Uruguayan rugby team  that survived an airplane crash in 1972. Forced to eat human flesh, they survived for 72 days on a glacier, 4,000 meters in the Andes. Best Documentary in Amsterdam; People´s Prize recipient at Miami and at Hot Docs Canadian International Documentary Festival.
